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What’s next?
• To find a college or sixth form 

you would like to apply for, look 
at the websites of the colleges 
you are interested in.

• Read a college prospectus, lots 
of the information is online too.

• Is it the course? 

• Is it the college?



Options

What colleges have other pupils gone to 
when leaving Woodlane High School?

http://www.wlc.ac.uk/default.asp


How do I choose?
• Think about your strengths and subjects you 

are best at, but also what you enjoy.

• It is ok to be aspirational when choosing a 
course for next year, but you must be 
realistic too.

• If you are struggling to choose ask us for 
advice, we can help you choose the right 
subject and course .

• You can also ask your teacher what your 
predicted grade is in that subject area, as 
well as English and Maths as this will support 
you in making a decision.

• Don’t worry that you don’t know your 
predicted grades yet, that is normal!

• Formal predicted grades from school will be 
complete in early November.



Entry requirements

• Colleges will have their own entry 
requirements, many are different 
depending on the course. It is a great 
starting point to look at this before 
choosing a course.

• There are many options available at a 
range of colleges, use the pathway guide to 
help you look at what is available to you.



Specific Pathways

Level 1 (Foundation):

Entry Level:

Level 2 (Intermediate):

Level 3 (Advanced):

A-Levels:

It is important to know when looking at the courses which 
pathway you should be looking at. This will ensure that what 

you are doing at college will be best suited to your skills.



Specific Pathways

What colleges run these courses?

Entry Level:

Level 1 (Foundation): Level 2 (Intermediate):

Level 3 (Advanced):

http://www.wlc.ac.uk/default.asp
http://www.wmsf.ac.uk/


Other Options?
Sixth Form
• Schools that have sixth forms are also an option, these are not 

always best suited to our pupils. This type of provision is 
usually aimed at pupils working towards the Level 2/3 Pathway 
or A-Levels. 

Apprenticeships
• These can be an excellent pathway for pupils wanting to take a 

vocational route. At 16 these at aimed at more Fast-track 
pupils. At 18 there are much wider opportunities in some 
fantastic industries. 

Internships
• These are very similar to work experience placements. 

They are usually short term and unpaid but often valuable             
experiences and insights to the world of work.

http://www.wlc.ac.uk/default.asp


Process
There are two parts to the process.

Part 1:

• Your application to the college/sixth form.
This is done through the college/sixth form
website.

• For the college to start the process, this
needs to be started as soon as possible. Don’t
Panic! It is really easy……

E.g. You can Google ‘West London College application 

for…..’



Apply
• The best form of application is through the 

college website.

• By applying this way, your information goes 
straight in to the database.

• You can also apply using a paper copy, which 
are usually in each prospectus.

• If you have any questions please contact us.

• Students can do it in school with support.

https://www.wmsf.ac.uk/application-
form/5850.html

https://apps2.wlc.ac.uk/PSWebApplication/we
benrolment.aspx?page=~/webcontrols/checko
ut_enquiries.ascx&OfferingID=32768

https://www.wmsf.ac.uk/application-form/5850.html
https://apps2.wlc.ac.uk/PSWebApplication/webenrolment.aspx?page=~/webcontrols/checkout_enquiries.ascx&OfferingID=32768


Example



Name of the course 
your are applying for

Learning support 
information, you can 
put this here

Personal 
information



The subjects you study in 
School in here

For predicted grades just write 
TBC Summer 2024

The form might ask for Head of 
year/form tutor’s name and 
contact details for a reference.
Either of these is fine.

scorless@woodlane.lbhf.sch.uk

sblinco@woodlane.lbhf.sch.uk

admin2@woodlane.lbhf.sch.uk

mailto:scorless@woodlane.lbhf.sch.uk
mailto:admin@woodlane.lbhf.sch.uk


Process

• Part 2:
• Your local authority consultation will take 

place  in the next few months.
• The LA will look at your preferences (in the AR 

or they may ask you directly) and will send the 
EHCP and any relevant info to your preferred 
placement. We will also happily advise you. 

• The SENDCO of the provision will usually be 
the one to make a decision based on the 
paperwork. 



Process
The EHCP annual review is a really important point for
all of us.

• Make your preference for next year very clear as
this will be shared with the local authority.

• Working with staff we must ensure the EHCP
considers the skills needed for the preferred course
and references the pupil’s interests so there is a
clear link between the pupil’s preference and the
course.

• Ensure you engage in the process to help remove any
‘old’ information, particularly things that pupils can

now do/cannot do.. You can request support from a parent 
support network. They are specific to your 

borough.



Timeframe
• Visit! In the next few weeks and months.
• Apply! The sooner the better!

• Apply to as many colleges as you want, you
can always turn some offers down later.

• Make sure you tell school/LA about your
applications and ask if you require any
support with this process. We are happy to
support/complete applications in school.



Now: Start Attending Open Days

November & December: Apply for 1st Choice College

February, March & April: Apply for 2nd and 3rd Choice Colleges

January & February: 1st College Interview and Assessment

April, May & June: 2nd & 3rd College Interviews & Assessments



May & June: Begin GCSEs or other exams & official leaving date

July: Have received a range of conditional offers

August 22nd 2024: Results Day!

August: Receive confirmation of place in post – did I make it?

September: Begin enrolment at college for my new course and 
start the new term!

Friday 28th June
Note – this may change



Key Points
• Visit placements as soon as possible.
• Pick a course that is suitable. It is okay to be 

aspirational but be realistic too.
• Don’t wait to apply, send application forms in as soon 

as you’re happy. 
• Attend interviews, assessments.
• Don’t worry if a college says no, another college 

might say yes, or a different course may be more 
appropriate.

• Ensure you are happy with the EHCP this year, it is 
important in getting you on to the right course.

Ask any questions you have. We are here for you.



College Experience

• Each year, we prepare the pupils for leaving Woodlane 
by taking the pupils to a college for 1 day per week in 
the Autumn and Spring terms.

• We currently have a college link with WLC and 
WMSF.

• We have a number of pupils who require different 
access arrangements and who will benefit from 
experiencing different



Work Experience

• Usually takes place in February.
• We work with H&F to find suitable placements based on pupil 

interests.
• We welcome parents organising ‘own find’ placements too.
• Career cluster are currently working with the pupils every 

Thursday.



Woodlane students have taken 

part in work experience at… 



Supporting with Qualifications



Supporting with Qualifications
Supporting all subjects:
• Practise past exam papers. This will greatly benefit students. Find 

the correct exam board on the following information sheets and 
include that in a Google search for GCSE Past Papers.

• The BBC Bitesize website contains a wide range of information on 
all GCSE subjects. Students can complete practice quizzes and use 
the study guides.

• Plan, prepare and discuss the exams with your child. Exam anxiety is 
normal and there are many ways to help with this. Have a look at 
some of the attached information packs to get some ideas about 
preparing and revising.

• Most students will receive 25% extra time for each of their GCSE 
exams. Students are tested by the examinations boards and anyone 
who qualifies for further support, i.e. a reader, a scribe, etc, will 
have that support applied for and if appropriate supplied.

• Create a homework and revision schedule with your child. Plan for 
time each night to do set homework or work through any of the 
exam support listed on the following pages. We have homework club 
most lunchtimes in the Humanities room.



Supporting with Qualifications
Supporting Entry Level/Equivalency Qualifications:

• These are not the same as GCSEs but are a recognised qualification 
that tests pupil’s ability at a lower level across all subjects. Where 
students do not meet the entry-requirements for a GCSE they will 
have the opportunity to complete an Entry Level or an Equivalency. 

• Students should ensure they understand the correct words, terms 
and phrases that are commonly used in each subject to enable them 
to answer questions independently.

• The Step Up to English course replaced the Entry Level and focuses 
on a range of topics designed to develop skills in reading, writing 
and spoken language. Students will achieve a silver or gold award. 

• In French and DT subjects, an Entry Level equivalency course is now 
running alongside a GCSE.

• All Entry Level examinations are internally-set. Students will 
receive suitable prior notice, and the school website will be updated 
to highlight these dates. 



Open Days
• https://www.stcharles.ac.uk/90/open-events-1- Follow the link to book, the 

next date is 12th October 2024. There are multiple dates to book.

• https://www.wmsf.ac.uk/parents-carers/open-
days/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw0aS3BhA3EiwAKaD2ZQ2BupfBG3NLmn
0y7NR6XR1j_TD9bB-yAkoW37ubuPbViP-ZcaIMlhoCIBoQAvD_BwE- Follow the 
link to book, the next date is 7th October 2024. There are multiple dates to 
book. (William Morris)

• https://www.cwc.ac.uk/about-us/open-events- City of Westminster college, 
the next date is 7th November 2024. Register to attend.

• West London College- TBA

• https://www.west-thames.ac.uk/events/open-days- Multiple dates 
dependant on course preference. No booking required.

https://www.stcharles.ac.uk/90/open-events-1-
https://www.wmsf.ac.uk/parents-carers/open-days/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw0aS3BhA3EiwAKaD2ZQ2BupfBG3NLmn0y7NR6XR1j_TD9bB-yAkoW37ubuPbViP-ZcaIMlhoCIBoQAvD_BwE-
https://www.cwc.ac.uk/about-us/open-events-
https://www.west-thames.ac.uk/events/open-days-

